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The first ever networking event 
for the Greater Delaware Valley 
ANIA (GDV-ANIA) chapter was 
held at Jefferson University 
Hospital, Philadelphia on May 23, 
2016.  There were 31 people in 
attendance from throughout 
Philadelphia, New Jersey, and the 
Harrisburg-area.  We were 
fortunate to have 6 people 
volunteer for committees. Thank 
you! 

Our guest speaker was our own 
Diane Humbrecht, DNP, RN-BC, 
the Northeast Region Director for 
ANIA.  Diane described the goals 
for ANIA, the history of the 
Chapter formation, reviewed the 
website, and showed us the 
online library .  We learned that 
?ANIA? is pronounced a-knee-a 
(like your knee). 

It was nice to see old friends and  
meet new ones.  Our attendees 

spanned the spectrum of 
informatics nurses who have 
been with DVNCN for years, 
nurses new to GDV-ANIA, as well 
as nurses still in their formal RN 
education program who are 
interested in informatics.  We also 
had one vendor Dave Gutshall, 
from Qlik.  We want to thank the 
Jefferson department of Nursing 
Professional Development and 
the Jefferson School of Nursing 
for the wonderful refreshments.  

We are looking forward to seeing 
you all at the Fall Conference on 
October 7, 2016: ?Cybersecurity 
and Risk Reduction: Managing the 
Ghouls and Goblins? at Penn State 
Great Valley in Malvern, PA.  
Please visit our chapter website 
for more information by clicking 
here. 
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Did you know?  Florence Nightingale is often considered to have been 

a nurse informaticist.  According to Ozbolt and Saba (2008), Nightingale "called 
for standardized clinical records that could be analyzed to assess and improve 
care processes and patient outcomes" (p. 199).  

EXECUTIVE BOARD

The mission of DVNCN is 
to support and enhance the 
role of the nurses involved 
in planning, 
implementation, and 
integration of information 
technology to improve 
health care. 
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Athena Fernandes is the Technology 
Administrator on the Executive Board of 
GDV-ANIA, as well as the co-chair of the 
Technology Committee. She also serves on 
ANIA?s peer review panel for Nursing Informatics 
Today and on ANIA?s Evidence-Based Practice 
committee. 

Congratulations to Athena as she has just 
completed her DNP at Drexel University! She 
also has a BSN from West Chester University 
and a MSN with Informatics Specialization from 
Walden University.  Early on, she obtained 
education in visual basic programming and 
Microsoft certification and took a 6 year break 
from nursing to work in programming. She 
realized she missed nursing and returned to 
the bedside. 

After working in L&D, med-surg, and telemetry, 
Athena is now a Physician Systems Analyst at 
Penn Medicine Chester County Hospital. Her 
current focus is on mitigating gaps between 
the current documentation system and EPIC as 

they prepare to go-live with EPIC in October.   

In recent years, Athena has presented posters 
at several conferences, including the ANIA 
national conference, the Mid-Atlantic 
Healthcare Informatics Symposium , and the 
Eastern Nursing Research Conference.  In 
addition, Athena was a Symposium Abstract 
Reviewer for CHOP's Mid-Atlantic Healthcare 
Informatics Symposium in 2014.  

After becoming involved with the search for a 
new EHR, she found that the field of 
informatics was something that married her 
love for nursing with her love for technology. 
Athena?s philosophy for nursing informatics is 
that there is always a solution and we just need 
to find the best way to make something work.  
?Finding that solution is what really excites me?.  

When not focusing on nursing informatics, 
Athena likes to travel for family vacations and 
enjoys ballroom dancing with her husband.  
Athena notes that when she has had a tough 
day or feels stressed, she gets her Zen 
moments while cooking.  GDV-ANIA is 
fortunate to have Athena as an integral part of 
the chapter.  

?Finding that solution is 
what really excites me?

INTRODUCING ATHENA FERNANDES DNP, RN-BC, MCP
Kimberly Cornell MSN, RN-BC

  

ANIA has provided GDV-ANIA with a 
website and the Technology Team has 
been busy transitioning to this new site.  
You can now visit us at:

http://community.ania.org/greater 
delawarevalley/home.

The www.dvncn.org site will continue to 
remain active until the transition is 
complete.                                                   
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The GDV-ANIA annual conference will be held on October 7th at Penn State Great Valley in Malvern, 
PA.  This year?s topic is Cybersecurity and Risk Reduction: Managing the Ghouls & Goblins.  Our 
Keynote Speaker is Vinny Sakore, CPT Asst HIPAA Security Officer, Verizon.  

Our goal this year is to heighten awareness of cybersecurity threats and exchange risk management 
strategies.  There will also be opportunities to network with your peers during breaks and lunch, as 
well as  to peruse the products and services of our sponsors.  More information can be found on our 
website http://community.ania.org/greaterdelawarevalley/home.  

Registration is now  open!!   Click here to register or visit our webpage.                                                                    

We look forward to seeing everyone this year. 

GDV-ANIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2016
Eileen D'Amico BSN, RN

Reminder!
As a reminder you need to be an ANIA 

member to join our ANIA Chapter. 

Annual dues are $79 for one year, $148 for 
two years. 

The following link will take you to the

ANIA membership page:

ht tps:/ /www.ania.org/membership

CONNECTION LINKUP!

Reference:  Ozbold, J.G. and Saba, V.K. (2008). A brief history of nursing informatics in the United 
States of America. Nursing Outlook, 56(5), 199-205.e2.

Cal l  out  f or  new slet t er  ar t icles, 
ideas, or  com m ent s!

Send t o 
laura.gar t ner@jef f er son.edu
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Send in  your  t ips and lessons learned 
f or  t he nex t  issue!
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